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Hello, dear friend!

Today, I want to talk to you about Georgia’s path to independence. Although I was born and
raised in an independent Georgia, the years when the country was under occupation and the

pressure of conquerors still cause me great pain.

On May 26, 1918, Georgia declared independence and the Democratic Republic of Georgia
was established. However, in 1921, the Soviet Union occupied the country. February 25 is
considered the day of Georgia’s second occupation, when the Russian 11th Red Army invaded

Thilisi. After this, Georgia remained under the influence of the Soviet Union for 70 years.

On April 9, 1991, Georgia managed to break free from these chains. This day is especially
significant in our history, as the Supreme Council declared the country’s independence, and

Zviad Gamsakhurdia was elected as president.

Unfortunately, even after gaining independence, Georgia faced a difficult path. Internal
political conflicts, a military coup, and a civil war were heavy blows to the country. In

addition, there was an economic crisis and territorial conflicts.

The Rose Revolution in 2003 brought significant changes, but peace did not follow even after

that. The August 2008 war with Russia once again damaged the country’s integrity and



security. Nevertheless, these events further highlighted Georgia’s desire on the international

stage—to integrate with the European Union and NATO.

Today, Georgia is an independent state, but in some areas, it still depends on international
partners. There is still a long road ahead to achieve true independence—formal sovereignty

alone is not enough; political and economic self-sufficiency are also necessary.

The country has already committed to a long-term Western path and is implementing
important reforms in education, justice, and human rights. However, democratic and

institutional weaknesses still exist, hindering rapid progress.

Independence awakened a strong sense of freedom and national identity. The Georgian

people never give up and continue to fight for a better, freer future to this day.



